
The Committee – Rule 33



The Committee
Definition
The Committee is the committee in charge 
of the competition or, if the matter does not 
arise in a competition, the committee in 
charge of the course.



The Committee

The Committee can be as few as one 
person (not recommended) or as many as 
desired.

As a CGA Rules Official you are a member 
of that event’s “Committee”.

Committee members are listed on the rules 
sheet at each CGA event.



The Committee

Rule 33-1:
The Committee must
establish the conditions 
under which a 
competition is to be 
played. 

The Committee has no 
power to waive a Rule 
of Golf.



The Committee

Definition of “Rule Or Rules”
The term “Rule’’ includes:
a. The Rules of Golf and their interpretations as 
contained in “Decisions on the Rules of Golf”;
b. Any Conditions of Competition established by 
the Committee under Rule 33-1 and Appendix I;
c. Any Local Rules established by the Committee under 
Rule 33-8a and Appendix I; and
d. The specifications on:

(i) clubs and the ball in Appendices II and III and their 
interpretations as contained in “A Guide to the Rules on 
Clubs and Balls”; and

(ii) devices and other equipment in Appendix IV.



The Committee

Rule 33-1:
In stroke play, the Committee may limit a 
referee’s duties.
(i.e. declaring ground under repair)

*Note: Only CGA staff or authorized 
representative has the authority to make a 
final decision.



The Committee

• One of the most difficult duties of The 
Committee is to determine questions of 
fact

• We have to be the Detective, Judge and 
Jury in a short amount of time



The Committee

• Every situation is different

• Sometimes the timing of the ruling is 
critical (Wrong Ball in stroke play)

• Sometimes ruling can wait after the hole 
is played or after the round (Rule 3-3)

• Interview players, caddies, spectators, 
officials to gather all of the facts



The Committee

• Take into account any physical evidence

• Use the weight of evidence to determine 
the final ruling

• Then apply the necessary penalty under 
the Rules of Golf

• See Decision 34-3/9 (Resolution of 
Questions of Fact; Referee and 
Committee Responsibility)



The Committee

What if a Rules Official Gives a Wrong Ruling?

2 Types of Rules Officials:

1. Those who HAVE made mistakes

2. Those that WILL make mistakes



The Committee

How Do We Correct a Wrong Ruling?
• All depends upon the timing, form of play 

and rule involved
• Committee should correct the error as 

soon as possible
• Sometimes we can correct the error 

“immediately”
Example: Dec. 34-3/3.3 



The Committee

Dec. 34-3/3.3:  Competitor in Stroke Play Makes 
Stroke from Wrong Place Due to Incorrect Ruling; 
Procedure for Competitor When Error is 
Discovered

Q. In stroke play, a competitor obtains a ruling 
from a referee and proceeds on the basis of that 
ruling, which involves dropping a ball and playing 
from a wrong place. The Committee then learns 
of the incorrect ruling by the referee. Should the 
Committee require the competitor to disregard the 
stroke or strokes made after the incorrect ruling 
and proceed correctly?



The Committee

A. Unless a serious breach is involved 
or the competitor has been seriously 
disadvantaged due to his playing from 
a wrong place, the strokes made after 
the incorrect ruling must stand with no 
penalty.



The Committee

If a serious breach is involved or the 
competitor has been seriously 
disadvantaged due to his playing from 
a wrong place, and the competitor has 
not played from the next teeing ground 
or, in the case of the last hole of the 
round, has not left the putting green, in 
equity (Rule 1-4), the Committee must 
correct the error. 



The Committee

The Committee must direct the 
competitor to cancel the stroke made 
from the wrong place and any 
subsequent strokes and proceed 
correctly. 
The competitor incurs no penalty for 
playing from a wrong place. If it is too 
late to correct the error, the strokes 
made after the incorrect ruling must 
stand with no penalty.



The Committee

How Do We Correct a Wrong Ruling?
• Sometimes all we can do is inform the 

player of the mistake and apologize
Example: Dec. 34-3/1.3



The Committee
34-3/1.3: Competitor Incorrectly Advised to 
Cancel Stroke

Q. In stroke play, a competitor's second stroke on 
a hole strikes the equipment of a player in 
another group. The competitor consults a referee 
before making his next stroke, and the referee 
incorrectly advises him that he must cancel and 
replay the stroke without penalty, which he does. 
Having replayed the stroke, the competitor then 
takes two more strokes to hole out. The 
competitor plays from the next tee and, prior to 
returning his score card, the referee's error 
comes to light. What is the ruling?



The Committee
34-3/1.3: Competitor Incorrectly Advised to 
Cancel Stroke

A. The referee's decision to require the 
competitor to cancel and replay the stroke stands. 
In such circumstances, the competitor's score for 
the hole concerned would be 4.



The Committee

How Do We Correct a Wrong Ruling or 
Committee Error?
• Sometimes we must take action after the 

close of a competition 
Example: Dec. 33-5/2



The Committee
33-5/2: Wrong Handicap Applied by Committee 
Results in Player Not Receiving Prize

Q. In a stroke-play competition, A returns a 
card showing the handicap to which he is 
entitled and the Committee applies the 
wrong handicap or miscalculates the correct 
net score. This results in another competitor 
receiving a prize to which A was entitled. 
The error is discovered after the competition 
has closed. What is the ruling?



The Committee
33-5/2: Wrong Handicap Applied by Committee 
Results in Player Not Receiving Prize

A. The Committee should correct its error 
by retrieving the prize and awarding it to A. 
There is no time limit for correcting such an 
error. Rule 34-1b is not applicable since it 
deals with penalties and not with Committee 
errors.



The Committee

How Do We Correct a Wrong Ruling?
• In all cases, The Committee must inform 

the player(s) of the mistake and provide 
the correct ruling for their future 
knowledge



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-2
• Defining the course (O.B.) and margins 

(hazards, GUR)
• “The Best Rules Official is a Well-Marked 

Golf Course”
• Setting hole locations
• Defining practice grounds
• Determining course playability



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-3
• Must establish starting times and arrange 

groups
• Establish match play time limits
Rule 33-4
• Publish handicap stroke table



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-5
• Provide each competitor with a score 

card containing date and competitor 
name(s). 

• Addition of scores
• Application of handicaps
• Recording better ball score in four-ball, 

applying handicap strokes and adding 
the scores



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-6
• Determines the manner in which ties will 

be decided
• Cannot use stroke play to decide a 

match and vice versa



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-7
• Arguably the most powerful rule in the 

book
• A penalty of disqualification may in 

exceptional individual cases be waived, 
modified or imposed if the Committee 
considers such action is warranted.

• Any penalty less than disqualification 
must not be waived or modified.



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-7
• If a Committee considers that a player is 

guilty of a serious breach of etiquette, it 
may impose a penalty of disqualification 
under this Rule.

Recommendation: 
1st violation = Warning 
2nd violation = DQ



The Committee

Committee Responsibilities
Rule 33-8
• Establishing Local Rules (Drop Zones, 

TIO’s, etc.)
• A Rule of Golf must not be waived by a 

Local Rule
• Any Local Rule that modifies the Rules of 

Golf must be approved by the USGA  



The Committee

Long Cove Local Rule Modification
2007 Carolinas Amateur Championship

• Bunkers composed of oyster shells
• Hitting an oyster shell was dangerous
• Local Rule is for “Stones in Bunkers”
• CGA called USGA and asked for 

expansion of Local Rule to include oyster 
shells

• Request was granted and Local Rule 
was modified for this championship.


