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PLAYER RESPONSIBILITIESRules of Handicapping - Rule 1.3

A player is expected to:

• Act with integrity by following the Rules of Handicapping and to refrain from using, 
or circumventing, the Rules of Handicapping for the purpose of gaining an unfair 
advantage.

• Attempt to make the best score possible at each hole.

• Submit acceptable scores for handicap purposes as soon as possible after the round 
is completed and before midnight local time.

• Play by the Rules of Golf.

• Conduct peer review.



















EXAMPLE APPLICATION

John Smith has a Course Handicap of 16.

This means that he receives one handicap stroke 
on holes allocated 1 through 16 on the stroke index 
(or handicap row) of the scorecard.

On the 17th hole, where he receives a stroke, his 
gross score of 9 would be reduced to 7.

As a result, his gross score of 88 is reduced to an 
adjusted gross score of 86 for handicap purposes.
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QUESTIONS











Rules of Handicapping - Rule 5.6 PLAYING CONDITIONS CALCULATION
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EXAMPLE

Front 9 / Silver Tees
Course Rating: 36.0
Slope Rating: 125

Adjusted gross score of 42
produces a 9-hole Score Differential 

value of 5.42.

18-hole Score Differential: 8.7

18-hole Score Differential: 14.9

Player A
Handicap Index: 4.0

Player B
Handicap Index: 16.0

Rules of Handicapping - Rule 5.1b

9-Hole Score
42

9-Hole Score
42
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SCORING RECORDRules of Handicapping - Rule 3.2

When between 10 and 17 holes are played, the 
scoring record will display the following:

• The actual adjusted gross score.

• The number of holes played, in parentheses, 
next to the adjusted gross score.

• The 18-hole Course Rating and Slope Rating.

• The Score Differential.







ESR EXAMPLERules of Handicapping - Rule 5.9







CAP EXAMPLERules of Handicapping - Rule 5.8
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KEY MESSAGES FOR PLAYERS

The cap is part of the Handicap Index calculation and applied automatically. It ensures that a temporary 
loss of form does not cause a player’s Handicap Index to increase to a level inconsistent with their 
demonstrated ability. 

1

2

3

The purpose of the caps is to provide equity and ensure a player’s chance of playing to their handicap is 
consistent with others. Without the caps, players who experience a significant upward movement in a 
short period of time, on average, have a more likely chance of scoring at or below their Handicap Index 
compared to a more stable player. 

Research suggests that most players who experience a cap will return to their “normal” demonstrated 
ability. In many cases, the impact of a soft cap is only a few tenths of a stroke and may not result in a 
change in their Course Handicap.
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QUESTIONS



Thank you!!

www.carolinasghinsupport.org

GHIN Support: 910-687-4040

CGA Main line: 910-673-1000


